
St. Paul’s  Parish Ayrfield 
The Baptism of The Lord - B 

 

        7th January 2024 
 www.ayrfieldparish.ie 

Email : parishofficeayrfield@gmail.com 
 

Pastors Desk 

On today, the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord we see 
how the use of water in Baptism provides a powerful 
symbol of the Holy Spirit at work. Water cleanses, and 
washes away dirt. Water is vital for life. Without it we 
will dehydrate and become ill. And, like the Holy Spirit, 
water is a God-given resource that cannot be destroyed.  

In the world it is estimated that there are about 320 million cubic miles of 
water. The water-cycle brings us the evaporation of sea water through the 
heat of the sun. The water condenses as clouds and then falls back to earth 
as rain. Then it either flows in rivers back into the sea or eventually sinks 
into the ground. 
So ever since the creation of the world that water has been recycled, re-
used, countless millions of times. If God loves us enough to give us free life 
through water, how much more will he provide for us spiritually? The waters 
of Baptism use that never-ending water supply to welcome us into the never 
ending life in the spirit. 

Anam Cara North Dublin, the organisation that supports 
bereaved parents, is holding a Parent Evening for 
bereaved parents on Wednesday 17th January at 7:15pm  

 in the Hilton Hotel, Malahide Rd, Northern Cross, Dublin, D17 Y924.  
This event is free and open to all bereaved parents regardless of the age your child 
died, the circumstances of their death, or whether their death was recent or not. 

Please contact us on info@anamcara.ie or 085 2888 888 for any queries. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

Thought For the Day 
– The Baptism of the Lord 

 

The great scenes in the Bible, 
precisely because of their 
greatness and indeed uniqueness, 
can be difficult to access 
personally. For the Baptism of 
Jesus, there are at least two 
potential approaches. 
Firstly, we could go back in our 
minds to a life-changing turning 
point in our own lives, so that we 
can speak of before and after.  
Secondly, we could also turn to our 
own experience when we felt 
deeply the affirmation of our 
identity and worth as “the 
beloved” of someone. In the case 
of Jesus, these are combined: his 
identity and life are one, something 
we would like to be able say about 
ourselves too. 
Prayer 
Abba, Father, let us hear again 
today your words of affirmation to 
Jesus and in Jesus to us all. As your 
beloved sons and daughters, draw 
us more closely into your own life 
of love. Amen. 

Contact:         Fr. Declan Blake  Parish Priest       01   8160984 

Fr. Aaron Vinduska  Curate.   01   8160984 
Parish Office:  01 - 8160984                                   Sacristy:  01 – 8160981 
Freda Kane – Parish Secretary   Mai Cass - Sacristan 
  RCN  Parishes Trust : 20016166                    Charity No.  CHY 7424 

Christmas Dues 
Sincere thanks to all who have subscribed to our Christmas Dues. Envelopes can be 
placed in the boxes provided in the church or given to your outdoor collector. 

 

We remember  
at Mass and  

in our prayers those 
who have gone 

before us 
 

 

 

Saturday   5:30 pm 
 

 

  
 

Sunday  10:30 am 
   

 

Tuesday   10:00 am 
 

   

 

Thursday 10:00 am 
 

  

 

May they rest in peace 
 

 

May He support us all the day long, 
till the shades lengthen  
and the evening comes, 

and the busy world is hushed, 
and the fever of life is over,  

and our work is done. 
Then in His mercy may He give us  

a safe lodging, 
and a holy rest and peace at the last. 

 

Saint John Henry Newman 
 

 

Weekday service in St. Paul’s is preceded by the Rosary at 9:40am 
 

Notice to Coeliacs: If you have been advised to abstain from Gluten, please contact 
the Priest before Mass so that we can try to accommodate your requirements. 

 

St. Paul’s Parish Calendar 2024  
are available on the church stands 

 

Mass Times                |          Ayrfield   |         Donaghmede 

Saturday  (Vigil)    :  |             5:30 pm    |     6:30pm 

Sundays       :             |          10:30 am   |    9:30am &  11:30am 

Weekdays               10am  :  |  Tuesday & Thursday   |           Mon, Wed & Fri 
Service of Word with Communion |   Monday 10am  |           Tue & Thur 
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